
How to Get a WAMS User Id and Password 
 
Volunteers need a User ID and Password to enter and edit data using the SWIMS 
database on an internet-connected computer.  The State of Wisconsin established the 
Wisconsin Web Access Management Systems (WAMS) to allow access by authorized 
individuals to State forms and databases available through the internet. The simple self-
registration procedure creates a personal Wisconsin Login Account ID that allows you 
access to SWIMS.  If you already have a WAMS ID, you can use this ID to access the 
SWIMS database.  If you do not already have a WAMS ID, follow the directions below.  
 
NOTE: Your web browser should be Microsoft Internet Explorer version 5.5 or 
higher.  For more information on the purpose of WAMS, their web site and account 
management tips see Appendix A.   
 
Step 1:  Access Wisconsin.gov 
 
Click open your Microsoft Internet Explorer browser and type in the URL: 
http://www.wisconsin.gov/.  Click on the “Get your Wisconsin User ID” link  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/ww/cmar/hints.htm#browsers
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/ww/cmar/hints.htm#browsers
http://www.wisconsin.gov/


Step 2:  Access WAMS 
 
Click the "OK" button in the Security Alert box.  The next screen is the WAMS 
“Wisconsin User ID” Screen. Use the vertical scroll bar on the right-hand of the screen 
to move down the page if necessary. Click on the "Self-Registration (Request a 
Wisconsin User ID and Password)" link.  
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Step 3:  User Acceptance Agreement 

The next screen is the WAMS “Self-Registration” screen. The screen explains the 
WAMS registration process. Scroll down and read the State of Wisconsin Web 
Access Management System User Acceptance Agreement. Click on the "Accept" 
button at the bottom of the page to move to the next screen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/ww/cmar/hints.htm#userids


Step 4: Complete the Profile Information 

Fill in your name and email in 
the “Profile Information”.  

NOTE:  Only fields with a Red * 
next to them are required.  There 
is a bug with entering postal 
addresses.  We suggest leaving 
the address blank.  Addresses for 
volunteers are kept separately in 
the SWIMS database system.  
We will have your address in the 
SWIMS database if you have 
already given it to us.  

 
 

 

Step 5: Create your User Id and Password 

Enter the requested information 
in “Account Information” 
including a User ID and  
Password (both which you 
pick), and personal e-mail 
address.  See Appendix A for 
tips on Passwords. 

NOTE: You can click on the 
printer icon on your tool bar to 
print out a copy of this screen 
if you wish to retain a record of 
your User ID and Password for 
future reference. Be sure to 
record your User ID and 
Password, and keep this 
information in a handy but 
secure location.) 

Click on the "Submit" button.  

 

 

Step 6:  Open Your Personal E-mail Account and Log In  

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/ww/cmar/hints.htm#passwords


Now open your personal e-mail account.  Check your mailbox for a message from 
“Wisconsin.gov” thanking you for registering with the State of Wisconsin Web Access 
Management System.  

Open the email and click on the link in the e-mail.  You must complete this final step 
within four days of receiving the message, or you will need to repeat the registration 
process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 7:  Log-
in to WAMS with Your New User ID and Password 

When you click on the Web link in the e-mail message from “Wisconsin.gov”, it will 
take you back to the WAMS web site. You will see the WAMS Account Activation - 
Final Step screen. Log in your User ID and Password again in the Account Activation 
Screen, and click on the "Login" button. You will receive your final e-mail message that 
your self-registration is complete.  Now you have completed the WAMS registration 
process and you can exit the WAMS web site. 

 



Step 8:  E-mail the DNR with your User ID 
The last step is to e-mail us your WAMS User Id.  In the e-mail, tell us what kind of 
monitoring you are doing and where (i.e. Secchi monitoring on Big Lake, Shawano 
County  or Clean Boats, Clean Waters on Big Lake, Shawano County, or Stream 
Monitoring on Black Earth Creek).  Within a couple of business days, we will enter your 
user ID into the SWIMS database and send you an e-mail back letting you know that you 
are all set up to enter data.   Contact one of the SWIMS file managers below with your 
User ID information: 
 

     
Using the Surface Water Integrated Monitoring 
System (SWIMS) 
• Access Swims 

 
Open your web browser and type in: https://dnrx.wisconsin.gov/swims/ and log in with 
your WAMS user ID and password. 
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