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1 Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Water Action Volunteers (WAV) citizen stream-monitoring database.  
The WAV program is a cooperative effort by the University of Wisconsin-Extension and 
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  The citizen stream monitoring program 
was established in 1996 to offer uniform monitoring parameters and procedures for 
Wisconsin citizens conducting stream monitoring, with the idea that groups are better 
able to compare data results when utilizing the same methods for obtaining results.   
 
This database was developed to serve as a centralized collection and storage location for 
the data that are collected as part of the WAV program.  Anyone with access to the 
world-wide-web should be able to search the database and, with a spreadsheet program, 
perform subsequent data analysis if desired.  The database is housed and maintained at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison campus by staff of the University of Wisconsin - 
Extension.   
 
The following information is a step-by-step guide to searching the database.
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2 Searching 

2.1 Search by County 
 
From the citizen monitoring database main page, which is at the the following url: 
http://www1.uwex.edu/ces/erc/watervol/, click on the link to Search by County. 
 

 
 
This will take you to the View Data by County screen. 
 
Next, from the multiple select box, select the county or counties you wish to view.  To 
select more than one county, hold down the Ctrl key on your keyboard while clicking on 
the county name. 

 
 
The next step is to decide which parameters you wish to view. To select a parameter, 
click in the check box to the right of the parameter. 
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If you wish, you may select a date range by typing the date into the From: box and in the 
To: box. 
 

 
 
The last step is to choose the format in which the data will be displayed.  You have two 
options, HTML format or Spreadsheet format. 
 

 
 
If you select HTML format, the data will be displayed within your browser window as a 
web page. 
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If you select Spreadsheet format the data will be displayed in one of two ways.  If you 
use Internet Explorer, Excel will open in your browser window like the following 
example. 
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You may click on the Save As…  in the File menu and then select Microsoft Excel 
Workbook as the Save As Type from that pull-down menu. 
 

 
 
Give the file a name and save. You may then do any data analysis in Excel that you wish. 
 
If you use a different browser, like Netscape, instead of seeing the data displayed in the 
browser in Excel, you will see a prompt like the following: 
 

 
 
You may then open the data in your spreadsheet, by clicking on OK.  Once it is in the 
spreadsheet you may follow the instructions above for saving the data in Excel format. 
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2.2 Search By Site 
 
From the citizen monitoring database main page, which is at the the following url: 
http://www1.uwex.edu/ces/erc/watervol/, click on the link, Search By Site. 
 

 
 
This will take you to the Search by Site screen. 
 
Next, from the multiple select box, select the site or sites you wish to view.  To select 
more than one site, hold down the Ctrl key on your keyboard while clicking on the site 
name. 
 

 
 
The next step is to decide which parameters you wish to view. To select a parameter, 
click in the check box to the right of the parameter. 
 

 
 



 2-6

If you wish, you may select a date range by typing the date into the From: box and in the 
To: box. 
 

 
 
The last step is to choose the format in which the data will be displayed.  You have two 
options, HTML format or Spreadsheet format. 
 

 
 
If you select HTML format, the data will be displayed within your browser window as a 
web page. 
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If you select Spreadsheet format the data will be displayed in one of two ways.  If you 
use Internet Explorer, Excel will open in your browser window like the following 
example. 
 

 
 
You may click on the Save As…  in the File menu and then select Microsoft Excel 
Workbook as the Save As Type from that pull-down menu. 
 

 
 
Give the file a name and save. You may then do any data analysis in Excel that you wish. 
 
If you use a different browser, like Netscape, instead of seeing the data displayed in the 
browser in Excel, you will see a prompt like the following: 
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You may then open the data in your spreadsheet, by clicking on OK.  Once it is in the 
spreadsheet you may follow the instructions above for saving the data in Excel format. 
 

2.3 Search by Water Body Name and Identification Code 
 
From the citizen monitoring database main page, which is at the the following url: 
http://www1.uwex.edu/ces/erc/watervol/, click on the link for Search by Water Body 
Name and Identification Code. 
 

 
This will take you to the Search by Water Body Name and Identification Code screen. 
 
Next, from the multiple select box, select the WBIC (Water Body Identification Code) or 
WBICs you wish to view.  To select more than one WBIC, hold down the Ctrl key on 
your keyboard while clicking on the WBIC name and number 
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. The next step is to decide which parameters you wish to view. To select a parameter, 
click in the check box to the right of the parameter. 
 

 
 
If you wish, you may select a date range by typing the date into the From: box and in the 
To: box. 
 

 
 
The last step is to choose the format in which the data will be displayed.  You have two 
options, HTML format or Spreadsheet format. 
 

 
 
If you select HTML format, the data will be displayed within your browser window as a 
web page. 
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If you select Spreadsheet format the data will be displayed in one of two ways.  If you 
use Internet Explorer, Excel will open in your browser window like the following 
example: 
 

 
 
You may click on the Save As…  in the File menu and then select Microsoft Excel 
Workbook as the Save As Type from that pull-down menu. 
 

 
 
Give the file a name and save. You may then do any data analysis in Excel that you wish. 
 
If you use a different browser, like Netscape, instead of seeing the data displayed in the 
browser in Excel, you will see a prompt like the following: 
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You may then open the data in your spreadsheet, by clicking on OK.  Once it is in the 
spreadsheet you may follow the instructions above for saving the data in Excel format. 
 
 


